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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1. The Backgronnd OF The Research

Mowadays capitalistic ideology has influenced all aspects of modem societies
very profoundly, Van Dijk states in fdeelogy and Discourse that idealogy as the basis
of social practice (2004:8), therefore the capitalistic ideology can be defined as an
ideology that is based on all matters of capitalistic practices like exploiting the nature
snd human being o achieve the interests of making profits. Moreover, there is an
advanced result of this ideclogy, it is the development of instrumental rationality and
the fallen nature of human being in the moderm societies. Columba Peoples states in
Critical Theories and faternational Relation that instrumental rationality is a
rationality or the way of thought that tends to use knowledge of the natural and social
world, also people, as means to control, to exploil, as a commodity, and as a service
of domination (2009;13), Therefore, this will corrupt the thorough aspects of social
and human values, no more the norms of right or wrong. everything changed to be
instruments of achieving interests, and the basis of rationality itself is focused merely
on the effectiveness and efficiency ot particular methods to make maximum profils
without considering the aspects of human values. This is a very serious problem
where human beings are dehumanized by such a capitalistic ideology and
instrumental tationality, therefore. a research to uncover this problem is wrgently

peeded,



This research is conducted because the effects of capitalistic ideology aml
instrumental rationality in modern societies are very intricate and hard to decipher,
therefore they must be revealed incisively. Then, | choose Sheldon's dre Fou Afraid
of the Dark as the object of this research because it depicts how peaple act in
accordance with capitalistic idenlogy, and how they use the instrumental rationality in
achieving their profit based interests. Therefore this novel is very appropriate for this
research, The further benefit of this research is to cnrich the world of literary
eriticism, and to expose the deep relationships of literary works and the real world
including the socictics, In essence, every rescarch on social and human sciences is

murally respensible to enfighten the society.

This is the depiction of Sidney Sheldon's Are You Afraid of the Dark which
portrays how the individuals of modern society act based on the capitalistic ideology,
and how they use the instrumental rationality. This novel describes about a g think
tank called Kingsley Intemational Group (K1G). ln K1G, The leader, Tanner Kingsley
has secret plan to make a weather controller instrument named PRIMA. This
instrument is used to control the weather or to create cxtreme weather that can be
subversive around the world. Therefore this instrument can be used to threaten the
waorld or particular country. 1t is, in essence, a powerful weapon that signifies power.
So the owner of this instrument can use it to earn money by threatening weaker
countries. Tanner involves numbers of scientists in this project but He does not let the

scientists know ahout his secret plan. As the sciemtists know, he kills them all to
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CHAPTER 1V

COMNCLUSION AND SUGESTION

This literary research finally is done, | am as the researcher prove the previous
three hypotheses as the truth based on the analysis. The core findings in this
research are capitalistic ideology 15 the basis of all capitalistic social practices,
whereas instrumental rationality s based on the capitalistic ideology as the way of
thought to exercise all capilalistic social practices, and the fallen nature o man
(human being) is the result or the effects of capitalistic eelogy and instrumental
rationality toward human nature, Capitalistic eology and instrumental rationality
trigger the development the fallen nature of Tanner, Paula and Rebensiein,
Capitalistic ideology, instrumental rationality and the fallen nature of human being
are three dominant factors that perpetuate the existence of advanced capitalism,
They are also the trigger factors of power abuse and military invasion in modern
world, such as the mvasion of USA toward Irag and Afghanistan, America uses the
term ‘war on terror’ 1o cover the strategic interest in exploring and gaining oils as
the source of energy. The invasion of USA toward Traq and Afghanistan is based on
the capitalistic ideclogy, such an invasion is designated through the instrumental
rationality, therefore it 15 obvious that such an invasion 15 & symbal of the biggest

fallen nature of human being nowadays.



BIBLIOMWGRAPHY

AVan Dijk, Tewn. ldeology and Discourse; A Multidisciplinary Introduction, Barcelona:

Pompeu Fabra University. 2008

Ahrams, M. The Mirror and the Lamp, London: Oxford University Press, 976

Edkins, Jenny and Williams, Nick Vaughan. Critical Theorists and  Intemational

Relations, New York: The Taylor & Francis e-library 200%

Gladwell: Malcolm. Blink: Kemampuan Berfikir Tanpa Berfikir, Jakarta: PT. Gramedia
Pustaka Utama. 243,

Goodman, Amy and David. Berperane Demi Uana: membongkar Relamakan  dan

kepanasan elite politik amerika | Jakarta 2005

Gerrard, Bill. The economic of rationality, New York: the tay‘]m—'ﬁ_l_dﬁﬁ‘_q—ﬁﬁmry- i
il |
2006 e faYS T A |

12 P

I| I I--I;.\, .TF:E'_'._511

LN i

n AN LAS

L.Lavendecker. Tata Perubahan Dan Ketimpangan . Jakaria: Gramcdia, 1983

I*. Darsono, Karl Marx: Ekonomi Politik Dan Aksi-Revolusi. Jakara: Diadit Media. 2007

Sheldon, Sidney, Are You Adraid of the Dark. Jakarta: T Gramedia Pustaka Utama,

2004,



