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ABSTRAK

Dialam skripsi ini. penulis ingin membahas tentang kekerasan dalam rumah
tangga masvarzkat kulit hitam di Amerika serikat bagian selatan. 1al ini werdapar
dalam sebunh karva pertama penulis kulit hitam veang menvebut dirinya sebagai
woenanist bernama Alice Walker. Karvanva vang berjudul The Third Life of
Grange Copeland menggambarkan kondisi kehidupan sebuah keluarga kulil hitam
wvang sarat akan kekerasan dalem rumah tangea,

[alam menganalisa novel ini penulis menggunakan sehuah eord feminis
minaritas vakni dlack feminiser berkainan dengan kehidupan wanita kulic hitam
vang ecnderung  tersbaikan  dari dominasi feminis  kolit putih, Penulis
muenpeunakon sebuah teori vang divsung oleh Barbara Smith dan didukung ofeh
csal serta beberapa artikel penalis kalit hitam lainnva. Dalam menganalisa topik
ini. penulis menggunakan metode penclitian kualitacf dengan mengeunakan kata-
kata vang diranpkai sendirt oleh penulis,

Selanjutnya, penulis menemukan berbapai kekerasan dalam rumah tangga
vang tergambar dalan nowvel ini, tidak hanva terhadap scorang isiri, tapi juga
terhadep snak perempuan vang diangpap schapai objek dalam sebush keluarsa
kulit hitam wang dapat dijual demi mendapatkan scjumiah vang. MNaovel ini
menjadi istimewa karena dibawal tekanan dan dominasi pria kulit hitam, pers
perempuan ini masih bisa herusaha untuk menjalankan tugasnva sehagai ibu
rurmah tenpea jupa sebagal pencarl nafkah untuk kelangsungon hidup keluarganya.
Dyitengah kemiskinan dan pemikiran bahwa perempuan kulit hitam  hanvalah
diangpap sebagai barang, mereka maosih bisa berjusng mendapatkan pendidikan
vany lebil tinggi dar pada perempuan kulit hitam lainnya.




CHAPTER 1

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH

Accerding to patrizrehal thought, women are the second sex under the
domination of men. They are not allowed o do what they want; o get women’'s
right as human being, They are forbidden o have high education, to he a carrier
women., even they were not allowed o speak 1o deliver their desire as the society
in their community, Women in this thought have to ohey what men say and to be
the slave under the domination of men. According to Helene Cixous in Lois
Tvson book “the question of sexual difference is treated by coupling it with the
opposilion activity/passivity™ (Tyson, 20062 1003, It means that women can not do
anything akthough they want 0 oppose something  that  unsuitable or
disadvantagzed them.

We are living in the patriorchal world which is the entire manners are
regulated by men. This Kind of regulation in this case patriarchal are appesred in
the whole world: northern. southern, eastern, and also western country. Women
are considered as the second sex under men. Men tend to be a leader while women
have Lo shey the regulation of men, although nowadays, many activist screaming
ahout the eguality of pender and there are law enforcement about that, B in
reality, women are sull placed under the domination of men and indirectly forced
ta deny the law of gender equality,

In western countries, the pender eguality issues are still debated, The
attitude toward women still different if we compare with the attitude wward men.

In America, the attitude toward female are divided oo twor the attitnde oward



white women and toward black women. The gender discrimination teward while
women are totally different with the discrimination woward black women wheee
they are treated inbumanly because as the second sex, black women are also
regarded as the lowest class in western countries. As Guerin said in his book
“Black and leshian have been vielently siwcked in all menners in Weslen
literature and culture in general™ (1999: 208), By the quotation above, we can see
how black women are treated: they are abused phvsically, mentally, and verbally.
Tragically. black women are not only attacked by the white men or women. but
they are also hurt by their own communily even their family {Lorde 857)

In thas proposal, | choose the birst novel of a very famous black woman
several bad amtudes woward black women in Southern America. 1 choose this
novel hecause the life of black community is deseribed very tragically and clearly
by the heautiful language of Alice Walker,

The novel tells aboul the life of a black tenam farmer named Grange
Copeland, The novel deseribes his three period of life which each ol the period
was companied by wamen who are treated improperly. The Arst woman s his
wife Margaret who are murdered by her husband, which was him sell; Grange
Copeland, The second woman is his daughter in law Mem who was alse murdered
by her husband, Brownfield Copeland. son of Grange. And the third women is
Ruth, his grandchildren, unwilling daughter of Brownfield wha is able to fight the
pig headed of Grange and make him realize to pay his mistake in the past. The

women in this novel are treated badly by her Tamily member, especially their



husband. The causes are various, because of another women, because of the
srartness envy of the men, and also becawse of the disobedience of wamen,

The novel itsell delivers the situation of another side of diserimination
toward women in Seuthern America. Maost of feminist psuslly analyze pender
discrimination in general ignoring whether they are while or black, But the black
community especially women. reearded the attitode toward white women are not
similar with the attitude toward black women, As Lorde said “As white women
ignore their built in privilege of whiteness and define women in teems ol their
experience alone. then women of color become the ather™ (Quoted by RivKkin.
2004: §50). This indicates that black women are not reparded as the communities
thar ave the human right as well as the white women,

I choose the topic about the domestic violence because the novel iself
maostly deseribes the domestic violence faced by the black women, and it were
done by the black men. their vwn community. Doemestic violence s a very
semsitive case that has o be regarded as the harassment of human right. The writer
has the great mterest W analvee this novel, and apply the black feminist criticism
since the vielence itsell is faced by the hlack communicy.

[m an article titled Combating Domestic Violence: Oblication ol the Stse

Radika Coomaraswamy sad he definition of domestic violence ftself is a paitemn
of abusive and threatening behaviors that may include physical, emotional,
economic, and sexval violence as well as intimidation. iselation and coercion, The
purpose of domestie vielence is to establish and exent power and contral over

another [Coomaraswamy, 20000 The domestic violence breaks the fundamental
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human rights and often results in serious injury or even death, In this nevel, | find
muny cruel things faced by black women, bt they still ty to survive and do theis
hest to continue their life.

[ entitle my thesis “A Portrait of Domestic Vielence toward Black Women

in Alice Walker's The Third Life ol Grange Copeland” becawse most of the story

in these novel alks abowt the viodence toward women in the houase of black

COMMmMUnIY.

1.2 IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEM

In thiz thesis, the writer focuses her analyvsis on the attitude of black men
toward black women, such as physical, mental, and verbal oppression to show
men's manliness. However, these women still show their capability 1o be
independent and much more similar with the white. Black women can be an
educated person, a working mother. and at the end they con speak their objection

about the vialence,

1.3 SCOPE OF THE RESEARCH

The weiter wants 1o focus her analysis on the life of bluck women's [ife. Thers
are two main paints that will be analyzed in term of black femingst criticism, they
arg:

1. Kinds of domestic vielence toward black women in the novel

2. The reaction of black women about the demestic violence in the novel
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CHAPTER 4
CONCLUSION

Aler analyvzing the novel of Alice Walker, the writer can get a conclusion
that women gre still under the domination of men especially in the black
communily in Southern America during  the Alrican-American Civil Righ
Muovement, The domestic violence such as physical, mental, and verbal abuse in a
Black Tamily occurred in the situation of being poor and the depression of a black
people. The violence happened because black people search for the way how
throw their anger and disappainied of their poverty,

The victim of this violence is always women, because physically they are
weaker than men, The strong notion about black women as the lowest class in
sociely makes it very difficult to be protested. Bt black femingst trv 1o fgune oul
their hope inside the novel, Black feminist criticism wants black women 1 he
independent and strong. Women characters in this novel represent the hope of
black wamen 1o be free from patriarchal boundaries,

Alice Walker's The Thind Life of Granee Copeland describe how hlack

woimen in a family struggle w face the violence done by her hushand and her
father. Beoun with indirect confrontation and direct conteontation, kleck women
arg hoped 1o speak up and deliver their idea or disagreement. The novel also
figures oot women chameter as ooworking mother and an educated one,

Under the domination of black men and the depressed feeling of hilack
womet, a mather still teies hard to feed her children. Although they have limied

steength W do men's job. a black mether give all her strength. Beside she alse has
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o fake care of her children. The oppresied women are alsp deseribed as s
edueated pumsen In this novel, while gt that time; hlack women 2ot many
difffenltles w0 gov high edueation, Through Mem and Ruth eharaeier the novel
whesws that Black women can be ke that, Net only roeeive the eruel tssiment, but
under the vielenee, black women kave 16 rise thele value by belng edusated and

Independont,
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