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CHAFPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Background of the Research

Gender is an issue which invites a curiosity, especially in women’s point of

view. Based on Oxford Advonced Leamer's Diclionary, Gender is defined as

prouping of nouns and proneuns into masculine, feminine and neuter {1995 173),
Cender issucs usually take women as an ohject of marginalization because of the
system in society which constructs the images ol woman, The system in the social

-

lite is calied pateiarchal system.

In patrizrchal svstemn, Women generally characterize as a wenk person.
passive, and uscless. In addition to change a perception about the charscteristic and
stereotype of women, especially [rom patriarchy peint of view, women try 1o miake
an effort to fight it and want equality with men, The movement is called feminism
ar palitical position against gender inequality. The purposes of ferminism in
litcrature are $o reveal scxist construction of women and challenge their
inevitability, 1 also aims 1o raise consciousness, promote change, and reveal
strengths of women who have begn repressed under patriarchy, In other words.
feminismt demands equality in all aspects. In order 1o destroy the assumptions that

litergiure belongs 1o men and any other old stercotype thought in Tilerature. The



literary work presents woman as the main theme, but most of them always present

men’s domination,

As You Like It is a play wrtten by William Shakespeare in 15398-1600. In

this plav, Shakespeare shows the images of 8 woman named Rosalind who disguise
as a man in fullowing her tather. Her father is in banishment and being exiled. She
wanis 0 follow her father and retum him to the coutt. In her joumey to the Torest
of Arden, her cousins join her in disguising her self too, Rosalind’s trip 1o the Forest
of Arden, is believed, an opporiunity for hor to take her control of her own destiny.
When she disguises herself as Ganymede, # handsome young man, and oflers
horsell a5 tutor in the ways of love (o her beloved Crlando, Rosalind’s talents and
charms are on full display. Rosalind teaches those around her to think, feel, and
love better than they have proviously, and she easures that the courtiers include her

Father retuening from the Forest of Arden are gentler, than when they fled to it

The writer has own reasons about choosing As You Like It to analyze, The

wriler is interesied in analyzing this play because this play inclades the feminist
issues inside, In this play, the female character not less than three people and one of
them is more powerful rather than men. The roles of female characier who acied as
a man attract a cwriosity of the writer to analyze it by wsing feminist literary
criticism. Through this research, the writer wants to show to the reader. that women
not always have a position as the second sex after men. What men can do, women

alsa can do as well or even better than what men do. .
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

Adter analysing William Shakespeare’s As You Like lt. the writer pets & full
description of the woemen's charzcterization that s presented by shakespenre in his
play. As what Cixous states in her Patriarchal Binary Thought, there are binary
upposition between men and women which show the siereotype between men and

wamen. This binary thought construct women as the weak person and men as the

slrong one, wiere women as the passive and men as the active person, and so forh,

In this play. Kesalind shows the quality of both men and wamen deliversd
by Lielen Cixous. What Cixous has said about the sierestype of men and women arc
true. In this play, Rosalind shows her masculine traits including physics] and mental
strengih, intelligible. and powerfial mind more dominant rather than her femining

side. It derives Rosalind into lack her femninity but not misscs her fermininity.

The writer tinds that Rosalind has in her both characteristic masculine and
feminine. Even though Rosalind is i disguisc and performs her masculine teaits as
the doeminznt feature, she still shows her feminine sides, It is evident that she can be
strong, brave, resourceful, and has male leadership quality. it con be seen while she
#cls out as a man in disguise in her journey to the Forest of Arden, She shaws her
ability to save her father, her strong will to win Orlando's love, get her destiny and

ability to lead people, On the other hand, she can be sensitive and tender in case of
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love while she falls in love with Orlanda from the beginning as & woman and in her
disguise. The fact that Rosalind shows both masculine and feminine traits proves

that Cixous’s Pairiarchal Birary Thought is not always true,
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