ESCAFISM AS IDEOLOGY IN FRANZ KAFKA’S SELECTED

SHORT STORIES (THE METAMORPHOSIS, A HUNGER
ARTIST, THE JUDGMENT)

A Thesis

[

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment af the Requirenient
forthe Degree of Sarjana Sastra

BY:

FIKY MAULANA DAULAY

05 185 089

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT - FACULTY OF LETTERS
ANDALAS UNIVERSITY
PADANG
2011



Daulay n

ABSTRAK

Dalam penelitian ini penulis menganalisis beberaps cerita pendek karva Franz
Katka: The Metamorphosis, A Hunger Artist dan The Judsement | I dalam ketiga
teks terdapar kesamaan pola dimana konflik selaln muoncul kenka miividugl
dihadapkan dengan pesisi merska dibawah tekanan sosial dan masvarakal kelas
menengah di Prague pada awal abad ke -20 Fokus dari teks-teks tersebut terletak
pada bentuk penggambaran solust elel karakter-karakter utama vang mebbatkan
persepst mereka terhadap realitas,

Penulis menggunakan konsep alienasi, ideologi, dan segative knmiledge vang
dikemukakan oleh Marx, Louis Althusser, dan Theodor Adornoe Dibatasi oleh
kerangka pendekatan Marxisme, Konsep alienasi menggali bentuk  kererasingan
karakter utama terhadap diri dan realitasnya. Sebagan konsep wiama, konseps:
ideologi Althusser memadi sorotan penting terhadap sclusi ideologis terhadap
masaliah vamg dizlami karakier-karakter uiama. Secara wumum dua konsep ini
menjelaskan konten dari teks  Sedangkan negeive Erowledee mempunyal peran
dalam analisa henuk formal dar teks vang juga berfungsi sebagai kritik terhadag
terthadap kontradiksi sosigl vang tergady di zaman Kafka  Anabsa didukung kajpan
kepustakean melalei buko dan referensi vang terkait  Sclanjutnya analisa
mengounakan metode kuaiitatit untuk mangambil katipan sumber tedkait. Hasil
analisa disampaikan melahn metode desknptil’

Sebaiai hasil penelitian, penulis menemukan hahwa eskapisme adalah wujud
dari idenlogr vang bekerja sebagal selusi dari ketidakmampoan karakier-karakier
utama mengist peran ideologis bak sebagar pekenja, semman dan vsahawan, Analisa
ideologi uga mengandung penpabaran kontradiksi sosial vang menyingkap dominasi
masyaraket kelas menengah di Prague &7 mana kapialisme mdustrial berkembang
pesat. Schagai analise akhir, 1eks-teks Kafka mewakili karva sastre vang ks
terhadap komradiksi sosial zamannya ditingae dan fungsi unsir-unser formal yang
terdapat dr dalam teks.
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CHAPTER
INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Research

The richness of art absolutely cannol be separated with the works of literature.
Singe centuries ago literature has been enriching the human life with aesthetic and
artistic. phenomena in reflecting their life. Literature as an imaginative work of
language embraces the nevitable engagement of time in history I a speciiic context,
literature also entails certain aesthetic values and forms that are influenced by certain

characteristic of history developmenl

Historically the era of modernism becane the ground breaking and marked
one ol the epochal periods o literature. Through the representation of literature,
modernism 1 regarded as the mfluential and mostly claimed as the shocking period
of literature that formerly was preceded by the era of realism and naturalism,
Mapping the periodical time of history, modermsm existed belore the postmodernism
in where we are now as the claboration of civilization entities nowadays. Hence,
modernism  entails the characteristic of ‘human civilization enderlying certain

historical events and conditian bebind the analvzed text,

Modernism era was marked by advanced indosirialized society. Inevitably,
literature was alse affected by the advanced industrialized economic condition

Mostly modernist writings in European  countries represent the abundant and

extremely  sirange illustration as the respomse to indusinalized soctety. This
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representation oecurs in the works of one of brilliant writers that much influenced
world fiterature and development of modernist writing, This writer 15 regarded as the
writer who could bring the depiction of indusinalized society into unthought-of,
expressive and skilful use of language in his works, Franz Kalka, as Alrams
confirmed that he is one of central representatives of modernism among other

European and Amercan writers ( 168)

In The Metamorphosis (1913), A Hunger Artist (1924 and The Judgment
(1912} Kafka narrates the same patterns of individuality that are imposed by the
social and econgmic condition either as a labor, as an artist and as a businessman
Throush these three shorl stories, Ketka expresses the distinetive narration of
subjectivity into Fragmented and alienated existence of individual with his social
aspect. It is represented by the dominant characters of these novels, Gregor Samsa,
the unnamed arhist, and Georg who guestion their reality through illustration of
economic production that affects social and cultural reality, As a resalt, indication of
escapisin appears when their escaping atitude represents the answer for their lacked

existence and lack of alternative surroundings. .

Since literature contains the representation of social context that 15 governed
by the system builds its sirocture, literature mvolves idedlogical sphere as the
mediation of social phenomena withis it The conception of deology expresses the
occurrence of social, ecanomic and artistic production related to 1t such as family,

working institution and ete. In three Kafka's works above we see that characters’

attitude brings the ideological ideas through his writings. As Terry Eagleton argues in
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CHAPTER S
CONCLUSHION

After analyzing three Franz Katka's short stories by The Metamorphesis. A

the main characters in the text mcluding Georg Samsa, the hunger artist, and Georg
Bendemann, The conflict is located in the oppositional clash between the protagonists
as individuals and their cuter world represented by familv, art impresario, and father
in termns of fulfilling their position as bread winner for family, professional faster, and
businessman. The concern of the research focuses an how they perform the solution
based on perspective of Marast criticism related to concept of alkenation; ideclogy
and negative knowledee To be precise this research answers 3 poinis: how the main
characters experience escapism of ideology, what contradiction appears in escapism

and how formal elements of Kafka™s modermst writing show the distance 1o realiey

In the case of alienation, analysis of central characters focuses on
estrangement of himself and his outer workl In The Metamorphosis, a5 a vermin
Georg Samsa 15 unconscioushy estranged from himsell by his nature as vermin and

estranged by his family and peeple in his warking mstitotion, In A Huneer artist, the

humazer artist was consciously estranged to himself by his natwre as professional faster
and estranged by his sudience. Meanwhile, in The Judgment, Georg Bendemann was
unconsciously estranged by s imagination and estranged by bis father. The purpose

ol analvsis of alienation 18 1o explain his secial reality which leads to resolution of

their conflict represented by escapism.
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