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ABSTRAK

Pemlis dalarn penelitian ini, membahas novel Silas Marner yang mencerminkan
kehidupan sosial masyarakat Inggris di abad ke-19 mengenai kondisi masyarakalo status
sosial, serta efek-efek pernikahan terhadap status sosial yang terjadi didalarn masyarakat.
Permasalahan yang dibahas dalam penelitian ini dibatasi dalam tiga masalah, yaitu:
kondisi sosial, status sosial, dan efek-efek status sosial terhadap pemikahan pada
masyarakal Inggris di abad ke-19, dalam melestarikan ketimpangan sosial untuk
mernpertahankan dominasi sosial.

Didalam analisis ini, penulis naenerapkan pendekatan mimetik dan rnenggunakan
teori sosiologi sastra oleh Alan Swingwood. Penelitian ini bersifat kualitatif, data-data
yang diambil dalam bentuk kutipan-kutipan dari novel serta buku-buku sejarah dan
dij abarkan dalam bentuk deskriptif.

Setelah menganalisis novel ini, pentrlis menyimpulkan bahwa novel ini
merupakan cerminan dari koadisi masyarakat Inggris di abad ke-19, khususnya efek-efek
pernikahan terhadap status sosial pada naasyarakat Inggris di abad ke-19, dalam
melestarikan ketimpangan sosial untuk mempertahankan dominasi sosial bagi
kepentingan masyarakat kelas atas, dengan memperbolehkan endogami dan melarang
eksogami.



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Research

Literature is a part of culture that cannot be separated from human life. Literature

not only has tight relationship which reflects the social condition in certain period but

also it is an expression of human life, whatever they see, experience, and feel in life

reflects in a literary work (Hudson: 10). Literature is a medium of cornmunication to

convey the information to the readers about phenomena that exist in society. Literature

can be divided into some parts: short story, novel, poetry, and drama.

As Abrams said in A Glossarv of Literary Term, that is "The term 'novel' is now

applied to a great variety of writing that have in common only the attribute of being

extended works of fiction written in prose" (190). It can be said that, novel is one of long

literary works and good to be read. Novel is one of the rnost popular literary works in this

time. It is not only as a reading to fill spare time but also giving lesson or delivering

important information to its readers. By reading a novel, reader not only knows the

problem that happen to the main character but also the situation or condition that happen

to the society because social condition influences the problem that exist to the main

character. Reader may know it by looking the situation that exists in the novel; any kind

of activities conducted by society, the way how they behave, etc. Therefore, novel is the



most precise medium as a reading to the students of literature to be analyzed.

Furthermore, literary work in this case novel reflects the condition of certain society by

the time it is created and it gives knowledge to the readers about events that happen,

periodically.

Through this literary work, reader may know any kind of the important

information which are in the novel like social condition, social status, some ma:riages

that exist in society in certain period, etc. Therefore, the writer uses George Eliot's Silas

Mamer because the novel expresses the social condition in English society in 19ft

century.

English society in 19th century is divided into three classes, which are upper class

people, middle class people, and working class people. Upper class people is the superior

class in society. Middle class people is the people who get higher education at university

and most of them get a job by giving professional service to the people, such as doctor,

lawyer, rector, banker, etc. Working class people is the inferior class in England, they do

not get higher education like middle class people and most of them use their labor power

to fulfill their needs, such as weaver, labor man, servant, etc. Different social classes can

be distinguished by knowing some cases such as power, authority, f-amily life, wealth,

lifestyle, education, occupation, accsnt, the ownership of property (Oakland: 1998). It can

be said that social status makes someone from what class they are from. Each class,

especially upper class people try to maintain or improve their standard of life become

stronger, one of them by uniting two families in mariage. It shows that maniage can
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partner. In other words, they not only use their time to having fun but also to find the best

couple for their life.

The writer is interested in doing the research through this novel because it is

Eliot's third novel and the best known of her work. This novel not also gives the

information or reflects the social condition in England in 19ft century but also shows the

social problem that happen at that time, which are some marriages that conducting

between classes. Those things represent the real condition in English society in i9ft

century- Therefore, the writer analyzes social condition, social status, and the effects of

marriage and social status, which are in the novel entitle "The Effects on Marriage and

Social Status in 19th Century in English upper class people as reflected in George Eliot's

Silas Marner-"

ldentification of the Problem

In this research, the writer focuses her research on social condition in English

society in 19d'century, especially in rnarriage and social status. There are hidden hints in

Eliot's Silas Marner concerned with how the upper class people, Cass' family, uses

marriage as the instrument to perpetuate their social dominance in upper class people.

Nevertheless, such a perpetuation is difficult to reveal. Therefore, it is the main problem

to investigate in this research, in which there are the effects on some marriages (exogamy

and endogamy) and social status in perpetuating the social imbalances for upper class

t.2.



CHAPTBR 5

CONCT,TTSION

Having analyzed the effects on ma:riage and social status in Silas Marner by

comparing two dats between tJre history of Britain fu lgd' centu4r and the novel, r-he

writer conciudes that Siias Marner reftecis the social condition of Engiish society in i9ft

century.

Through the novel, the writer figures out that the society is divided into three

social classes: upper ciass. middle class and working class which are represented by the

characters in Silas Mamer In Silas Marag{, the writer frnds that apper class societv is a

societw who really respected in Rav.eloe but the praise for them can be lost if one of ther

members makes a mistake. Middie ciass peopie are an eciucated and professionai peopie.

In Silas lv{arner, middle class people ar,e people who well ducated enaugh and they are

work-ed by giving a service to the pecple- Working class people are poor people who

work very hard to fuliili their needs by making and seiiing their gooris to the upper ciass

people-

The writer also finds that there are two activities conducted by English socletv in

19ff century as reflected in Silas Mamer. These activities are around going to public

house {Bub) and parf,v. By conducting these activities, all class of society can interact

with ather pecple like sharing i,heir k:ros.rledge about life alrdjob, finding their couple for
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their life. etc. In other hand, oub and party facilitate all people to meet their marriage

partner.

The writer also finds the effecls of marriage and soeial stafus that are eondueted

by the upper class people. Both of endogamy and exogamy give the effects to the family

and the couple. Endogamy mak-es upper ciass people can perpetuate their hegemonic

power by not aiiowing the w-orking ciass peopie become a part of them. Tirey can

maintain and firm the social imbalances for their interests of social dominance bv unitins

two families w.ho come from the same upper class people. While exogamy results the

uruecognized sociai status in which there is a marginaiization of sociai i<ientity for the

sake of upper class people. So that based on the analvsis on George Eliot's Silas Marner

and the tn:th of historical social condition in 19th century in England, rt cal be concluded

tirat iiris novei is one of the reiieciions of sociai condition in igth ceniury in Engianci,

especially the effects of marriage and social status and the pemetuation of social

imbalances controlled hw rrnner clasc nesple in maintaining their social power-
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