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ABSTRAK

Penelitian 1ni merupakan pembacaan Marsist terbadap novel berudul
Babbitt karangan penulis Amerika pertama vang menerima penghargaan nobel
sastra. Sinclair Lewis. Melalin asums: bahwa Karva sastra adalah relleks) dan
camannya dan sekalizus juea dapat berballk menghkriok zamannva, penulis
menjelaskan bahwa novel inn adalah rellekst dan upikalitas dan kontradikss sosial
pada ramannva dan disisi [amn juga merupakan kntk terhadap zamannva.

melalui metode penelitian kualitatfl, penulis menzaplibasihan pembacan
Marxist vang dikembangkan oleh Karl Marx dan para pengikutnyva dalam ranah
sastra sepertt Georg Lukaes. dan Terrv Eagleton dalam menganalisa dala primei
Melalu pembacaan Marxist, penulis dapat memperlihatkan babwa novel i
merefleksikan kontradikse sosial pada Hearsie Twentes di Amerika Penulis
menggunakan kerangka kriuk sastra Marxist dalam menghubungkan kondist
material di Amenka pada awal abad 20 seperti hasil dar revolust industd pertama
dan kedua. awal perkembangan korporasi di Amerika. heterhibatan Amenka dalaum
perang dunmia pertama. pertumbuban korporasi raksasa vang mendasarkan din
pada produkst massal. dan aparatus wdeologis vang meravakan milar domman pada
masa itu dengan kontradiks: sosial vang direlleksikan oleh teks

Setelah menganahisa novel im dan perspekof kriik sastra Marasy, penuolis
menemukan bahwa Georee F. Babbill dan beberapa karakler dalam novel i
atlalah refeksi dari masvarakal Amerika awal abad 20 vang hidupnyva ter-reifikasi
— suatu kondis dimana komoditas mengontrol tudup manusia dan segala hal vang
seharusnva  bukan  komoditas  diangeap  sebagm  komoditas, penulis  juga
menemukan bahwa karakter George I Babbitt dan Paul Riesling dalam novel ini
merupakan refleksi dan masvarakat Amerika awal abad 20 vang teralienas) di
bawah kekuasaan kapitahsme. Lebh jauh lagi. reifikas: dan alienasi tersebut juga
direflelsikan oleh unsur Tormal — suduwt pandang dan alur — dan novel nu, Sebaea
penutup. penulis juga menemukan bahwa melalun karakier Ted Babbiu dan Tinka
Babhitl. Sinclair Lewis berhasil menvisipkan fone optimis untuk  melavwan
retlikasi dan alienas) vang direfleksikan oleh novel i




Rasaki 1

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
1.1. The Backeround of the Research

Sinclair Lewis 1s a name that 1s mevitably to sav is inseparable from (he
America's lustory of literature. not merely because he wnles highly aeelmmed

novels such as: Our Mr Wrenn, Mam Streel. Babhill, Arrowsmith, and

kKingshlood Roval. but also because he mvents and contributes a word mean
“unthinking conformist™ to American vocabulary through Babbit (Milch 2. Shaw
44). Even so, these [acts are sull far from adequate 1o represent in words the
contributions of Lewis — whose name associated with the age of Roaring Twentias
— to the realm of literature, Lewis” work have been interpreted. analveed, and
explained by number of eritics in his country as well as overseas The rumbles of
lus works f1v overseas and countries, and have made acquaintances with those

who are interested in literature. espectallv American literature

Any of those who are mentioned last must be famihar with Lewis™ stvien
capiuring the wav of 1920s Americans live their life in the post WWI_ even same

books such as: The 20™ century and Bevond. MeDoueall Little: American History

and an Encvelopedia aboul Amenca’s literature classify hum as ong ol umportant

figure in hustorv of Amenca’s hiterature,

There 15 interesting fact | catch from Lewis, who 1s the first American
writer who was awarded Nobel Prive in literature in 1930 (Milch 2, Streissguth

397, Lewis deems literary work should reflect s times and becomes a nurror of

ils sociely (139 What he professes 15 depicted by his work such as Mam Street
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which portravs the narrow munded American i post world war | and Babbuli that
talks about a tvpical suburban businessman in [920s who seeks happiness n

things possession but remains restless

192075 Amenca-or the tume which 15 well known as the rearing teenrees, Taking
its chronological setting in the era ol economic booming, this novel alk ahout o
middie-class realtor named Babbitt In fact. Babhitt never envision heing a realtor
His dream 15 to pursue a career as lawver who stands for the have-not. Burt the
prosperous living possessed by businessman and economic boonung makes
Babbitt changes lus mind. Moreover Babbitt is a novel which tells aboul middle-
class American who buvs books and the brand new lighter just because every
person belongs to middle-class does thal. and it also a novel whieh tells ahout

Bahti’s restlessness among consumer goods around him.

I keen on discuss. analvee. and explain Babbitt which was published in
1922 since | have lound that no students of English Department of Faculty of
Letters 1n Andalas Untversily analvee this salient novel, Fudhermore | deaide Lo
discuss, analvze, and explain this important novel by bringing its extrinsic
consideration and context because | sirongly beheve that literary work is tied 1o its
social and historical roots. So. there 1s no way to discuss. analvze. and explam a
work unless apprehend entcally s comuncture with the social and historncal

backeround that shapes it

In this respect. | wall analveze this novel critically from the perspective of

Marsist literary eriticism sinee inthe light of my insieht Marxist [iterary crilicism
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15 the most appropriate “kmife™ 1o discuss, analvze. and examine the conjuncture
hetween a work with its social and historical roots. Besides that. 1 also strongly
belicve that Marsast hterary eriticism — which in the words of Fredric Jameson 1s
called "abisolute horizon™ — will be able 1o reveal the neganve side of class-based
society (eg alienation. retfication, and commodification) that dehumanized

human being who lamentably perceived il as natural thing.

I also lies my foundation on choosing Marast Iterary crittcism in the lact
that this novel 15 wrilten 0 the roaring wenties when America expenienced the
gconomic booming. beside that this novel also tells about a man who tums down
his dream to be a lawver just Lo pursue a prosperous carcer that he actually do not
reallv ike In addition, this novel able to show how certan mode of production
makes things able to lake over human life. Furthermore, 1 expect this thesis will
show how aesthetie Torm ol a literary work — which 15 i this case. 15 novel — can

be a weapon to ¢riticize society from where it rises.

Furthermore, 1 also expect that by analveing this novel from the
perspective of Marxsst Iiterary eritieism. | can [ioure out the conmpuncture belween
the content of this novel and 1ts [ormal element, and hence reverse the critics
some crtics hke El Doclorow and Mark Schorer state thar Babbin have awiul

lormal elements {Doctorow 451, Schorer 320) — thal condemn the formal element

af ths novel

Inevitably to say. talking about choosing Iiterary criticism to explain a

work s talking about which side one 15 going 1o chose It is because | strongly

hehieve the history of modem literary theory as Terrv Eagleton argues in his book



Rasaki 4

Literary Theory, an Introduction 15 a part of history of political and eologieal
vadues of our tme. Just ke Fenmmist or Post Colomal cribicrsm [or mstance, one
who applies Femimst enticism undoubtedly want to speak in the name of woman
and oppose patriarchal society as well as one who applies Post Colomal enbicism
who undoubtedly wants to speak in the name of the suballern and the colonized

and hence aim to reveal the wicked Tace of colonizalion

I — who belong to great majority whose eption m living their life 1s mited
and 1om 1o shreds because wealth remams concentrated i the hand of minorin
decide that I am going lo apply criticism worthy 1o discuss in accordance of the
marginalized hberaton. And that enticism. as | strangly beheve s Marasi
cniicism. 1 1s because Marxist eriticism, as remarked by Terry Eagleton. is not
merely a techmique to mterpret Paradise Lost or Middlemarch, Marsist criticism is
a part of a larger body of theorelical analvsis which mms to understand 1deolopies
— the ideas. values. and [eeling — by which men experience their societies at
vartous time.., and such understanding contributes to our liberation { Eaglelon <u-
xin), In this light. instead of interpret or study history of a work. one who i3 keen
on apphving Marxist enticism have to understand and reveal the relations between
a work with the wleological world it inhabit profoundly In other words. Marxist
lerary eriicism demands a revelutionary understanding of history and social

process of which i11s part (3)

In accordance 1o the theary | opl. and relatng il o the stony ol Lewis’
Babbitl. 1t is important o propose and conduct a research entitled: ~Social

Contradiction in The Roarnng Twenties as Reflected by Sinclair Lewis™ Babbit: A

Marxast Reading. ™
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CHAPTER W

CONCLUSION

After analvzing Sinclair Lewis™ Babbiu | conclude that this novel is able to
rellect the tvpicalty ol the Reanng Twenties and s motvating  social
contradictions As my analvsis gees. | figure out two social contradictions,

redlicanon and alienation,

Reilication 15 embodied within the central character. George F Babhitt
and some other characters of this novel. As my argument goes. Georee F Bahbitt
15 a vivid portrat of urban middle class of the Roaring Twenties whose life is
controlled by the commodities such as expensive alarm clock and expensive
electrie cigar lighter. Mareover, some scenes of this novel alse svmbolize how
commodities. objects, and the medium ol commedities which 15 money govern
George F, Babbitt’s hfe. However. the reification within George F Babhitt's life
does not cease at that point. As the logic of mode of production in the Roanng
I'wenties draws human being attention to commodities and objects. George F.
Bahbitt as the vivid portrait of urban muddle class of the roarmg Twenties also
perceive everyvthing — from Ida Punak the manicunist until the Mckelvey's and the
Overbrook’s and even hus quality as human beme — m terms of commodities that
have exchange value. or sign exchangee value. In addition. T also woald like 1o
slate that the opening scene of this novel i1s a good foreshadowing to inform the

readers that this novel will Lell aboul human being whose hife is zoverned Iy

commedities and ohjects
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