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ABSTRAK

Skripsi ini membahas tentang dampak konflik Afglstam sejak akhir
tahun 1970-an sampai tahun 2000-an. Melalui nogehrkgan Khaled Hosseini
yang berjudul_The Kite Runnemenulis menjelaskan dampak dari konflik
Afghanistan sejak zaman Kudeta Daoud Khan, Invasiief Perang Saudara
Afghanistan, dan Rezim Taliban. Penelitian ini ngangakan pendekatan mimetik
yang membandingkan antara kejadian yang sebenadeyman apa yang
ditemukan di dalam novel. Dalam menganalisis navielpenulis menggunakan
teori sosiologi sastra oleh Alan Swingewood, péfspepertama yang
menganggap karya sastra sebagai dokumentasi s@adahsaat karya sastra itu
dibuat. Kemudian penulis menggunakan metode kti§lidamana hasil penelitian
akan dijabarkan secara deskriptif atau berupa katt@a-atau kutipan dari novel
dan sumber-sumber lain yang berkaitan dengan korflighanistan. Dari
penelitian ini, penulis memperoleh kesimpulan bahdeampak dari konflik
Afghanistan adalah 1) Masyarakat Afghanistan kelg#am anggota keluarga
mereka, baik karena terpisah maupun karena tewlasndeonflik. 2) Mereka
hidup dalam kemiskinan disebabkan harta dan rumadeka telah hancur selama
konflik berlangsung. 3) Trauma disebabkan tertedelama konflik. 4) Terjadinya
alterasi budaya setelah ataupun selama konflikabgsung. 5) Pengungsian ke
negara tetangga sebagai upaya untuk mencari tgrmpatebih aman.

Kata kunci: Sosiologi Sastra, Konflik Afghanistan, Dampak Konflik.




CHAPTER

INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Background of the Study
Literature portrays human life and present sodiablems that happen in a
society. It transforms social fact into a text asfters the world into words as

desired by the author. Damono in his book Sosiofagtra: Sebuah Pengantar

Ringkasstates that “Sastra menampilkan gambaran kehidw@enkehidupan itu
sendiri adalah suatu kenyataan sosial” (1). Inrotieads, literature portrays life,
and the life itself is a social fact. It means tlitgrature is an artistic portrait of
social environment. Literature is not limited teethmaginative world only, but
through literary work the author also presentsfuw of social condition in the
creative process when it is written.

The portraits of life in literary work exist as etgence and knowledge of
the author and mix with his imagination. As a ttmlshare human experience,
literary work can also represent the real situatamen the literary work is
produced. As Alan Swingewood describes “Literatigea direct reflection of
various facets of social structure, family relasibips, class conflict, and possibly
divorce trends and population composition.” (13heTquotation shows that
literary work is influenced by several aspects saslculture, author, reader and
also the society. Literature cannot be separat@u gociocultural that cause the
work to be created. If the literary work createdcanflict period, the author will

communicate the situation and condition of the kcinih his work. In this case, it



can be found in Khaled Hosseini’'s novel entitlect Kite Runnemwhere the story

presents the social life of Afghanistan people wineir nation is in conflict.

The Kite Runneris one of literary work that presents the socifd bf

Afghan people in each political era of Afghanistéime first is the Daoud Khan
Coup, the second is Soviet or Communist governmiety the Afghan Civil
War, and finally the Taliban regime. The reader leamn the effects of different
condition in each era through first-person narratithe effects to the Afghanistan
people emerge in Rahim Khan's, Farid's, and Hassaobunts for Afghan life in
the period between the late 1970s and the earl§200

The Kite Runners written by Khaled Hosseini and it is published®003.

The Kite Runneiis one of the first fiction works which was pubkshafter the

September 11, 2001 attack in the United Statesmwitte span of its narrative. In
the aftermath of September 11 attack, Afghanistas wortrayed in popular
media as a country where the government allowedr@rist organization to
operate within its borders and committed humantsigibuses against its own
people. Through a detailed personal narrativenthwel re-focuses the attention of
Afghanistan through a different lens, correcting tlarrow view of Afghanistan
that has a fascinating history.

There are several reasons why the writer chooseantdyze Khaled

Hosseini’'s_The Kite RunnerFirst of all, as the first novel written in Ergdl by

an Afghan writer, the novel can vividly portraysttetail of Afghanistan social
condition during the conflicts. The impacts of dan$ are presented to the reader
by using the plot of the story. The story of theeldbecomes the representation of

Afghanistan social life. Second, the novel alststabout the richness of Afghan



culture as experienced by the young Amir and Hagsafabul. It informs the
reader through the story. Detail descriptions titbat reader to understand the
events, such as a large extended-family outinglakkeand the annual winter kite

tournament of Kabul. Third, The Kite Runnisrone of best seller novels in the

world.
The writer is interested in analyzing the impacfstlme conflicts in
Afghanistan by observing the description in the eloWhe writer considers that

he would like to analyze the novel The Kite Runasrreflection of social life in

Afghan society in 1970’s until early 2000’s, withtide The Impacts of Afghan

Conflicts as Reflected in The Kite Runner by Khdttakseini.

1.2 Identification of the Problem

The Kite Runnernovel is one of great novels which represents the

description of Afghanistan situation in 1970’s -0BGs. The novel also represents
the impacts of conflicts that happen in Afghanistiming Daoud Khan Coup,
Soviet Invasion, Afghan Civil War until the Talibaegime. In this research, the

writer focuses on the impacts of Afghan conflicssreflected in The Kite Runner

by Kholed Hosseini.

1.3 The Scope of the Research
In limiting the discussion, the writer concentrates the following
guestions:
1. How is the condition of Afghan society’s liferthg the Afghan

conflicts?



2. What are the impacts of Afghan conflicts asew#d in_The

Kite Runne®

1.4 The Objectives of the Research
The aim of this research is to describe the caomitif Afghanistan during
the conflicts. The writer assumes that the thedrysociology of literature is

applicable to Khaled Hosseini’'s novel The Kite RemiHe analyzes the impacts

of Afghan conflicts as reflected in Khaled Hosssimovel The Kite RunnefThe

writer also hopes this analysis enrich informationeveryone who is interested

to study about the Afghan society.

1.5 The Review of Previous Resear ches
The writer does some library and internet researches.firds several

researches that analyze and criticize The Kite Rumand also other analysis

related to this research. The first research has lmenducted by Rosy Marini
Seputri, a student of English Department Facultyetters, Andalas University
with her thesis entitled “The Impassive Meaning Affjhan’s Religiosity in

Khaled Hosseini’'s The Kite Runnek Deconstructive Reading”. She analyses the

meaning that is delivered by the author throughrattar's utterance or

monologue that deeds in the novel The Kite Runmieich reveal about Islam.

Then she concludes that the religiosity of Afghaiegs not seem as its cover
(2009).
Secondly, Donna Apriani, her thesis entitled “Théafacteristics of

English society in Early 19th Century as Refledte@ride and Prejudicby Jane




Austin”. In her analysis, she uses Sociology oktature by Alan Swingewood.
The writer uses first perspective that the researeiews a literary work as a
social documentation of social condition and sitwratvhen the literary work was
written. She concludes that Jane Austen reallyrdesst the condition of English
society in early 19 century, especially in English society charactiessrelate to
social class, attitude and religion. (2009)

Thirdly, Zilvita Zainal in her thesis entitled “THdaterialism Ambition on
British Society during the Industrial Revolution esflected in Jane Austen’s

Pride and Prejudi¢dghat uses sociological approach to express tlekdraund of

social condition that constantly changes and totseesocial condition when the
novel was written. In her analyses, she concertb Wwo kinds of ambitions

presented in Pride and Prejuditbey are the ambition for getting property and

position. (2001)

Meanwhile the previous studies that are writtenvabloave similarity on
work and concept of theory, the writer has différanalysis with that of those
researches. Within this research the writer ap@@iesiology of Literature theory
by Alan Swingwood especially the first perspectdiis theory. Furthermore the

writer focuses his analysis to the impacts of Afghanflicts in_The Kite Runner

1.6 The Theoretical Frameworks

In conducting his research, the writer uses someertds which support
each other. Firstly, the writer uses the theoryclwhs proposed by M.H. Abrams
called mimetic theory. The writer sees that a ditgrwork is not only an actual

text itself but it also relates to social life asdciety. According to Abrams,



“Mimetic orientation — the explanation of art asestially an imitation of aspects
of the universe....” (8). It means the universe barreflected by literary work.
Universe is a universal term, including the sotii@l The theory compares the
story in the novel with actual events in life.

Literature cannot be free from human social coaditwhere the novel
represents the situation of social condition thapears in literary work. Harry
Levin states that “...the relation between literatand society are reciprocal.
Literature is not only the effect of social causés also the cause of social effect”
(gtd. In Scott, 126). From the quotation above weld see that between literary
work and social condition have a close relatione Therature is not only
consequence of social cause, but also outcomeca sffect.

To build the analysis of the impacts of Afghanistamflicts, the writer
applies Sociology of Literature theory by Alan Sgemwood. He states that there
are three perspectives in the sociology of liteatihe first, “literature is a direct
reflection of various facets of social structumnfly relationships, class conflict,
and possibly divorce trends and population comjosit (13). It means that
literature is considered as a portrayal of soamldition, which truly happens in
the real life. The second, “moves away from the leass on the work of
literature itself to the production side, and esgfcto the social situation of the
writer” (17). It means that the cost of productimecame the center of discussion
on this perspective. There is correlation betwemstotical background and the
development of literature constitute. And the tHiattempts to trace the ways in

which a work literature is actually received by atular society at a specific



historical moment” (21). It means that literatungplies deep insights into human
and the social condition on a specific historicannent.

In this case, the writer chooses the first perspeavhich states that the
researcher views a literary work as a social docuat®n of social condition and
situation when the literary work is written. As tanson and Swingewood stated
“The most popular perspective adopts the documgnéapect of literature,
arguing that it provides a mirror of the age.” (1® means that researcher
analyses a literary work as a reflection of socity social life. Therefore, by
using this perspective the writer can connect tioeyson the novel with the
accurate events in the real life. It is also relai® the literary work as a social
documentation as well as mirror, which reflectsietyc Related to the novel, the
writer will analyze the impacts of Afghan Conflices reflected in_The Kite
Runner The writer believes that the novel represents diigation of Afghan

society during Afghan conflicts period.

1.7 The Methods of the Research

In conducting this research, the writer appliesesgvmethods.
1.7.1 Collecting the Data

In collecting the data, the writer uses library eash to find the
supporting data for the research. Then the datdigi@ged into two: primary and

secondary data. The primary data is the novel Thte Runnerby Khaled

Husseini. The secondary data is taken from somé&sdamd internet sources
which support writer's analysis that are relatedhis topic, the first is The Cost

of War: Afghan Experiences of Conflict, 1978-20@8tten by Ashley Jackson,




the second is Nations in Transition: Afghanistenitten by Steven Otfinoski, the

third is A Brief History of Afghanistamwritten by Shaista Wahab, and My Life

with the Talibanwritten by Abdul Salam Zaeef, the writer also usesieral data

from scholar website and any other sources to stipip® analysis.
1.7.2 Analyzing the Data
In analyzing the data, the writer starts to anakhaled Husseini’'s novel

The Kite Runneiby reading and understanding it. Afterward, theadhat have

been taken from The Kite Runnare used as primarily data. The data are

analyzed by using sociology of literature theoryAgn Swingewood.

The writer also needs information about social ¢tifeAfghan people. The
data of Afghan social life is got from several sms such as the research report
and books about Afghanistan. The information wiél tompared with the data

from The Kite Runnerto prove whether the social lives in fictional alare

occurred in the factual data.

In analyzing, the writer uses descriptive analysisthod. As Nyoman
Kutha Ratna states “metode deskriptif analitik klilkan dengan cara
mendeskripsikan fakta-fakta yang kemudian disusngdn analisis” (53). It
means that descriptive method is used by the r@seato describe the facts
before analyze the data. The writer starts thearebeby presenting the fact which
is found in the primary and secondary data, andnive step the writer will
analyze the data by using theory from experts.

1.7.3 Presenting the Data
Since this research is qualitative in nature, thgult of the analysis is

presented by using descriptive method. As Bodgatedt‘Qualitative research is



descriptive. The data are collected in forms or dsoor picture rather than
number. The writing result of the research contgilotations from the data of
illustrate and substantiate the presentation.”.(Z8e quotation above states that
qualitative method presents the research in formartl or picture but not in form
of number. Then qualitative method will be clarifias descriptive. In other word,

the data from_The Kite Runneare collected in quotation form. Then, those

quotations are interpreted by using the writersx@gntences and explanation. In
presenting the result of this analysis, it will lbdescribed by taking some
quotations from the novel and some expert's statésnéo help and support

writer’'s analysis.



CHAPTER YV

CONCLUSION

Having analyzed the impacts of Afghanistan cot¥ligs reflected on The
Kite Runnerby Khaled Hosseini, the writer concludes thatribeel describes the
impacts of Afghanistan conflicts relation to thelréact of Afghanistan life and
how changes the life of Afghanistan people. Besitles novel fulfills the
sociological literature approach which is consideas imitation of life condition
of Afghanistan people in Afghanistan War.

The conflicts bring many impacts for Afghan peoplere, the writer finds
five impacts of Afghan conflicts. Concerning on taealysis of this thesis, the
writer can finally conclude several impacts of Adghconflicts that change life of
Afghan people. First, loosing their family. It imdwn that Afghan conflicts have
resulted many victims and actually it have made Alighan people lose their
members of family. Second, living in poverty. DyyiAfghanistan conflicts many
of Afghanistan people live in the condition of bgidimited for the basic
necessities of life like food, clothes and alsdtsneThird, getting trauma. It was
the abnormal condition that happened in Afghanistaring Afghan conflicts.
While before Afghan conflicts they life in peacefsituation, but after Afghan
conflicts they have to face bad, difficult and droendition. They have to get life
in abnormal situation that has made many of Afghaaple get trauma. Fourth,
cultural alteration. Conflicts on Afghanistan changr make different the old
culture and then emerge the new or different celtetween before, during and

after conflicts happen. And the fifth, Escape. Waundoubtedly brought torture



for the people in colonized country. In order t@iavany suffering that is caused
by war, many Afghanistan people then try to esdepa their country.

After analyzing this novel, the writer concludesttiThe Kite Runner

gives the imitation of social life condition of Adgnistan people during Afghan
conflicts. This novel reflects the phenomena of thgacts of the Afghan

conflicts for the author combines his imaginatiowl éhe real fact in the society.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Abrams, M. H.The Mirror of The LampLondon: Oxford University Press Inc,
1976.

Apriani, Dona.The Characteristics of English Society in Earlyhl@entury as
Reflected in Pride Prejudice by Jane Austendalas University, 2008.

Bodgan, RobertQualitative Research for EducatiomMassachusets: Allyn &
Bacon Inc, 1953.

Damono, Sapardi Djokd&osiologi Sastra : Sebuah Pengantar Ringkkadkarta:
Pusat Pembinaan dan Pengembangan Bahasa, 1979.

Gritzner, Jeffrey AAfghanistanNew York: Infobase Publishing. 2007.

Hosseini, KhaledThe Kite RunnerGreat Britain: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2004.

Hudson, William HendryAn Introduction to the Study of Literatureondon:
George G. Harrap and Co. Ltd, 1974.

Jackson, AshleyThe Cost of War: Afghan Experiences of Conflicf782009
2010.

Kenney, William. How to Analyze FictionNew York: A Harbringer Book,
Harcourt, Brance & World, inc, 1983.

Klarer, Mario. An Introduction to Literary Studiend ed. London and New
York: Monarchy press, 1998.

Laurenson, Diana, and Alan Swingewodthe Sociology of Literaturd.ondon:
Granada Publishing Ltd, 1972.

Merriam Webster's Encyclopedialnabridge of Dictionary of English Language
1972.

Otfinoski, StevenNations in Transition: AfghanistatJSA: Facts On File, Inc,
2004.

Ratna, Nyoman Kuthd&aradigma Sosiologi Sastr&¥ ogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar,
2003.

Scott, Wilbur SFive Approaches of Literary Criticisnhondon: Macmilan, 1962.

Seputri, Rosy MariniThe Impassive Meaning of Afghan’s Religiosity iral€éd
Hosseini's The Kite Runner: A Deconstructive RegdiAndalas
University, 2009.



Serrat, Olivier. Culture TheoryAdb.org. 22 December 2008. Asian Development
Bank. 20 March 2011.

<http://www.adb.org/Documents/Information/Knowledge-
Solutions/Culture-Theory.pdf

Sills, David L. International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciencésl 15. New
York: Crowell, Collier and Macmillan Inc,1968.

Wahab, ShaistaA Brief History of AfghanistanUnited States of America:
Infobase Publishing, 2007.

Zaeef, Abdul SalamMy Life with the TalibanNew York: Columbia University
Press, 2010.

Zainal, Zilfita. The Materialism Ambition on British Society duriting Industrial
Revolution as reflected in Jane Austen’s Pride &mdjudice Andalas
University, 2001.



