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ABSTRAK 
  

Dalam skripsi ini dibahas semua kata yang mungkin tersembunyi di struktur dalam 
sebuah headline yang terdapat dalam koran Jakarta Post periode 12 Januari – 6 Februari 
2011. Tujuan  penelitian ini adalah untuk menganalisa semua kata-kata yang tidak 
dimunculkan oleh penulisnya di dalam headline dengan menggunakan pendekatan TGG 
(Transformational Generative Grammar).  

Teori yang digunakan untuk menganalisis data tersebut adalah teori Huddleston 
(1976) dan Broderick (1975) dengan cara mengelompokkan satuan kata ke dalam konstituen 
terakhir nya masing-masing (PS rules) kemudian mengembalikannya kembali ke headline 
menggunakan kaidah transformasi. Ada tiga tahapan dalam penelitian ini. Tahap pertama, 
data dikumpulkan dengan metode observasi. Data dianalisis dengan metode agih. Hasil 
penelitian disampaikan dengan menggunakan metode informal dan formal.    

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa dari 20 data yang di ambil dari koran Jakarta 
Post terdapat 57 kata yang tersembunyi pada struktur dalam headline yang berbeda dan 
terbagi dalam tujuh kelas kata, yaitu kata sandang (determiner), kata depan (preposition), 
kata hubung dalam klausa (complementizer), kata hubung (conjunction), kata bantu (auxiliary 
verb), kata benda (noun) dan kata kerja (verb). Kelas kata yang paling banyak muncul adalah 
kata bantu (auxiliary verb) yakni, semua data yang ada (kecuali data ke 5) memiliki kata 
bantu yang tersembunyi di struktur dalam headline. Dengan demikian, penulis menyimpulkan 
bahwa dari semua kata-kata yang tersembunyi di dalam struktur dalam headline yang 
terdapat pada koran Jakarta Post, kata bantu (auxiliary verb) adalah yang dominan muncul 
yaitu sebanyak 25 kali. Hal tersebut muncul karena terjadinya perubahan bentuk kalimat di 
dalam pembuatan headline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

A newspaper headline is often the thing that readers read in a newspaper, or at 

least, it is the first thing that everyone notices in a newspaper. It serves as a guide for 

the reader that helps decide whether to continue reading the whole report or to skip onto 

another one. Each headline should be a summary of the news which follows. A 

headline should also have a regular sentence structure containing a subject and a verb 

with the exception that headlines normally does not contain auxiliaries, pronouns, 

articles, or conjunctions. It means that only lexical, not grammatical words are used. 

The major reason for that is the space. There is only limited space provided for 

each headline and the problem of fitting the best words may occur. Then the rule of a 

sentence may be broken, only minor sentences are used, and such a headline can be 

rather difficult to understand. Sometimes this happens for a good reason, as space, but 

more often this happens on purpose to make the headline somehow special with the aim 

to attract the reader's attention to the report or even to buy the newspaper at all. In that 

case, readers are mystified, confused and in the end, after reading the report they can 

feel disappointed as it did not fulfil their expectations. 

In this research, the writer would like to discuss the headlines in analysis by using 

Transformational Generative Grammar (TGG) approach suggested by Huddlestone 

(1976) and Broderick (1975) because TGG can analyze headlines by appearing the full 

sentence in the deep structure and it can appear the hidden words which are not 

realizing in the headline. According to Carnie (2006) Generative Grammar (also known 

as Transformational Generative Grammar) is a theory of linguistics in which grammar 

is viewed as a cognitive faculty. Language is generated by a set of rules or procedures. 



Generative grammar strives towards explanatorily adequate grammars. Explanatorily 

Adequate Grammar is a grammar that accounts for observed real-world data and native 

speaker judgments and offers an explanation for the facts of language acquisition. 

(Carnie, 2006: pp26-28). It used to make the readers easier to catch the meaning of the 

sentence, because it can help us understand the internal structural aspects of the 

language people use. 

For example:  

Is this country beyond repair? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DS: this + country + -prs + be + beyond + repair  

T1: Inversion → NP + Aux + X → Aux + NP + X 

SC: this+country+prs+be+beyond+repair→Prs+be+this+country+beyond+repair  

T2: Affix Hoping → X — Af + V — Y → X — V + Af — Y 

SC: prs+be+this+country+beyond+repair→be+prs+this+country+beyond+repair  

SS: Is this country beyond repair? 

From the diagram, it is the deep structure of the headline above because the 

process of transformation represents the fact that Is this country beyond repair? is a 

question by the inversion transformation. –prs is a hidden words, but it is normally 

deleted because there is ordinarily no trace -prs in surface structure. -prs determines the 

this country -prs be beyond repair 
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form of the verbs that is refers to habitual or repeated events. So that morphemes do not 

appear in the surface stucture. 

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in conducting a study 

about the analysis of headlines using Transformational Generative Grammar (TGG) 

approach suggested by Huddlestone (1976) and Broderick (1975). 

 

1.2 Identification of the Problem 

The writer proposes two research questions here, they are: 

1. What are the deep structures of headlines as found in The Jakarta Post newspaper? 

2. What are the hidden words in the deep structures of headlines as found in The 

Jakarta Post newspaper? 

 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

Basically, this research is aimed to answer the research questions above. The 

question leads us to generate sentences to get the deep structure then find out the hidden 

words in the deep structures of headlines sentences in The Jakarta Post newspaper. 

 

1.4 Limitation of the study 

This research is focused on syntax and the specific is in transformational 

generative grammar analysis. It is limited only in analyzing all words which are hidden 

in the deep structures of the headline in The Jakarta Post newspaper in the period of 

January 12th – February 6th, 2011. 

 

 

 



1.5 Method of the Research 

In conducting the research, the writer uses the linguistic research method which is 

divided into three steps. They are collecting the data, analyzing the data and presenting 

the result of analysis. 

1.5.1 Collecting the Data 

In the process of collecting the data, the writer uses an observational 

method, which observes the using of language to get the lingual data 

(Sudaryanto, 1988: 2). She takes the data from the headlines in The Jakarta Post 

newspaper, especially in the period of January 12th – February 6th, 2011. The 

writer uses purposive sampling technique by selecting every nth case(Sutopo, 

2006: 45); the researcher takes the data based on researcher’s judgment where 

the sampling is supporting in the research. The writer chooses 20 headlines as 

the data from 26 newspaper and takes 1 or 2 headline per each newspapers. 

Then, she tries to complete the headlines to see the possibility of  some words 

which are hidden in the headline. The reason in choosing the data because of the 

limited space provided for each headlines, the rules of a sentence formation may 

be broken so there are some words which are not realized in the headline. All 

the headlines which have hidden words in the deep structure are collected by 

note taking data.  

1.5.2 Analyzing the Data 

In analyzing the data, the writer uses distributional method. Sudaryanto 

(1993: pp31-30) proposed that in analyzing the data, the key factor of the data is 

defined by the language itself. Firstly, she uses Phrase Structure Rules to 

generate headlines into their terminal strings to get the deep structures of the 

headline by considering the theory suggested by Huddleston(1976) and 



Broderick(1975). The pattern used is tree diagram. The writer finds out the 

hidden words. Then she classifies them based on their class of words by using 

the theory by Carnie(2006). After that, she uses transformation rules for 

generating the surface structure as the realization of the headlines. From the 

process, the hidden word can be seen from the deep structure of the headline 

after she completes the sentence. 

 

1.5.3 Presenting the Analysis 

In presenting the result, the writer uses informal and formal methods to 

present the results of the analysis. The informal method is a method which 

present the results of analysis by using natural language (Sudaryanto 1993: 

145). The formal method is applied by using tables and abbreviations. 

Therefore, the writer applies both formal and informal methods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION 

   After analyzing the headlines in the Jakarta Post newspaper, the writer found that 

there are 57 words hidden in the deep structures of the headline where those words are 

divided into seven types of word classes namely, determiners, prepositions, complementizers, 

conjunctions, auxiliaries, nouns and verbs. The dominant word hidden in the headline is 

auxiliaries. The auxiliaries dominantly occur in about 25 times which occur in all data except 

datum 5. The auxiliaries which are found are: has, have, be, being and been. Determiners 

occur and counted about 19 times. A, an, the and some are included in the determiner which 

are hidden in the deep structure. Followed by, preposition, complementizers, nouns and verbs 

whether each of them occur and counted about three times (3). The prepositions, of, in and 

with, occur in the datum 11, 16, and 18. That is used as the complementizer in datum 9, 14 

and 20. Economy, connection and officials are nouns which are found in the datum 10, 18 and 

20. The, the verbs said, issued and say are found in the datum 9, 11 and 20. Lastly, 

conjunction and occurs once only in datum 10. All these words are not used by the writer of 

the headline because of the limitation space and to attract the readers to read the news. 

To conclude, the hidden words include in the auxiliary is the dominant occurrence. It 

is considered that most of the headline using the present form instead of perfect or 

progressive form. Most headlines do not use auxiliary verbs and the articles. The headline can 

be understood although it may be ungrammatical because it is created in a compact form.  
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