FEMALES' CHALLENGES
AGAINST MALE DOMINATION

Ferdinal

ABSTRAK

Wanita telah melakukan banvak upaya untuk menpakivalizasikan diri
miereka guna menunjukkan kepada dunia sizpa mereka dan merobah kesan
suleh terhadap mereka. Upays tersebut dilakukan untuk mEnciApai persaniaan
antara wanita dan pria didunia ini. Dalam mewuwjadkan lal tersebut mereka
mendapatkom tantangan tidak saju dari para kaum pria tapi juga sehaginn
kaum wanita.

Prda dasarnya mereka berupava menaklukkan tantangan yeng mefebak
disekeliling mereka, Pertama, wanita tidaklah seperti yang dipikirkan laki
laki terapi seperti apa vang mereka gambarkan. Wanita harus merombak
nenm “phallacentric™ yang mengagungkan pria. Mercka perlu terus bersaha
mempengaruhi masyarakat untuk membuaca apa yang ditelis oleh wanitz.
Pada saat vang same wenita juga harus berjunng melawan wanita penaikul
masyarakat patriakar,

INTRODUCTION

b hes article TralTrcking in Waomen, Vietaria Pape described the condi-
Gion and situation of young women in Russia. According to a forthcoming
report by Global Survival Network and the International League for Human
Rights, as Pope quoted. “Tens of thousands of women from the former
Soviet Unian zre trafficked each wvear o disparate parz of call - Macao,
Dubat, Geemany, lsrael, and the LLS, - for work as po-ga and striptease
duncers, call girls, and escorts™ (38). She cominued that many of them seenied
10 have evervthing going for them: they were attractive, well educated, and
resourcelul. They were exploited because they were desperate for wark and
for the future that their impaverished lands could not give them,

I 15 & common panorama that takes place not anly in Russia and otler
impoverished or chaotic countries, but almast in any country in the world
The women were brought 1 big citics and employed in bars; mes SEIE par-
loes, and brothels arownd the world. These voung women were made 1 join
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the global sex industry, It is estimated that seme 30 million women and chil-
dren since 19705 have fallen victim 1o the raffickers of hutman being, Many
ceme fram Thailand, the Philippines, and other Asian countries,

They have become a favorite commudity of criminal class along with
the illict trades such as narcatics and weapons, The traffickers seem to he
more &nd more interested in the business since they find it more beneficial in
a sense that they can sefl ane woman®s service again and again while drugs
amnd guns are sold only onee,

The wamen were not the ones who wanied 1o be trafficked, sald, o1
empleyed inthe tarpet countries. They were coerced, trapped, and forced ta
da so, Some trafficked women who were srrested for illegal johs in Wash-
ington sid that their edyssey began with an advertisement in St Petersburg
newspaper for high-paying jobs abroad as partiners and waitresses, but they
found themselves pressed into another service: giving favors by day and
sleeping on the message tables at nights. Their suffering sl did not end even
though they had gotten the jobs. They were always be exploited by the angs
that had trafficked them or by thesr new employers. They did not seem to be
employed but slaved, They did not réceive the maney they deserved, b
they were poad the least. These women could nat do anvthing to protest their
being smugeled or paid less because they were illegal. Elena Tiurivkanova,
ws quoted by Pope, an expert on migration at Moscow's Institute of Popula-
tion Studies said that the women were the pecple without rights, Their non-
status made them easy o victimize,

What Makes Women Different from Men?

Accordng to Webster's Dictionary, gender is related 1o the behavioral,
culturel, and psychelogics! traits of one sex rather than another, ¥irginia
Sapire stresses, © Gender s o function not simply of biclogy but of colture
and society. Gender is constructed through the arrangements of particular
sexfgender systems which are themselves complex. Thus the definition of
men's and women's pender is socially constructed in a way that makes it
contingent on many aspects of a persen situation™ {1994:102). Women have
theirown characteristics and men do too. [n spite of the differences, in some
conditions snd situstions both groups show similar or changing traits. Men
are believed to be more agpgressive while women are more submissive. In
same oceasions, men are submissive and women are aggressive. In other
oecastons, both men and women are aggressive. To an extent, it is perhaps
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ditficult to accept that they are completely different as bath groups some-
times cross the barder,

As Sapiro confirms, the bialogical traits are the bases that differentiate
men from women, When a baby 1s bomn, the baby already belongs 1o &
gender. Physically, a baby boy is different from a baby girl: Their sexes
make them different from one ancther although we cannot see more difter-
ences in them. In line with their development, we will see that they begin
showing their diffzrences, In their 3-4 vears of age, the boy likes to play with
guns and cars while the gerl likes to play with dolls. Although there is no
specific theory that can explain this comrectly and completely, we can passi-
bly look at what hiologists have taught us. Bicologically each of us has a
couple of chromosomes:

A woman has XX chromosemes and 2 man has XY chromosemes.
Every newborn will inherit the distinetion,

This basio difference may make men and women dilferent in many
ways, Behaviorally, it is aceeptable for a woman to cry in public, but it is
mappropeiate fora man to do so. Inmany countries, it is strenge fora person
o wear the cleth of the opposite sex. In Indonesia; for instance, it is abso-
lutely not negatizhic for a man to wear a skint, but it is now acecpiable for a
woman 0 wear rousers. All of these differences cannot be explained by
Biclegy becavse they are socially constructed. We were born and raised ina
community that has already inherited centain norms, systems, traditions, and
cultures. These things directly or indirectly limit and teach men and women
te behave acoordingly. Then, men and woemen have been defined and regu-
lated. Who defined and regulated them?

History proves thiat men have almost always been in power from the
heginming of human history up to the present time. Almost any regime or
autharity waesfis headed by maleds. We cannot, of course, refuse that there
were/are some regimes or authorities that werefare led by females, but theis
authorities wers/ure still Bmited orregulated by their male subordingtes, The
authorsty gives men o power that enables them to manage and establish any-
thing they swant. They settle the norms and systems that can be advanta-
gecus, helpfil, and supportive to their existence. They dominate the world,
but they do not want to be dominated.
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MALE DOMINATION
In male tradition, women should always be controlled as they used
to be

The control should be directed not only to maintain men’s domination
but also to protect women from wiles and misdeeds. Men write books about
sciences, cultures, and traditions. They teach both men and women the same
things. Linfortunately, thewv condition women to follow theirmiles, As those
who are raised under male authorities. women willingly or unwillingly need
te meet the needs of men, Overall, the domination can be seen in several
sepments of life.

First, ideology is the very basic doemain that has become a powerful
toal for men to trensplant their ideas and inspirations to hath men and women.
With muany kinds of effort, they attempt te sneak into any possible institution
o actuabize their idealogy

Forexample, they take advantape of religions. Religions idealagically
play a very important rale in indoctrinating human beings, They have proved
to be the strongest institutions that teach both men and women to behave
aocordingly. Men are placed higher than women. Men as the conquerors of
the world are given the autharity 10 manage women while women are condi-
tioned to follow it. Foar example, The Adaiiewuy Mol ffoarum, which was writ-
ten by German monks in 1484 as the handbook for clerical inquisitors in
service of the Raman Catholic Church, specifies the stages und procedures
designed to wring confessions from both accused witehes and warlocks, In
the book, i is mentioned thar all women are potential witches. The writers of
the book superimpnsed their guidelines upon any woman. If people could
not find her witchery, they would see her latent one. However, the authaors
also made ¢lear that men are just as susceptible to the devil’s wiles. Satan's
recriitment of women 5 merely an imermediary gesiure: through wommes
trned-witches, he could most casily reach men and make them warlocks
that recuperate the whole human race.

So, this is an example of how a paternal snciety was formed and regu-
lated in the Catholic tradition in the middle ape. Up to the present time, we
still see the strong influences of the tradition in the ater eras especially in the
condnet books and advice menuals. The tradition is passed from cne genera.
tion to other pensrations, People who embrace certain religions are those
wha are greatly influenced by the religious norms while those who do no
embrace any religion or are not intluenced by any religious teaching are
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usually restricted by the soial velues in which they live or by the philosophi-
cal doctrines they trust. In this respect, such planted ideotogy keeps evalving
withoul any significant change or moditication.

Wirginia Sapiro says thol patriarchal ideolopy keeps every man in con-
tral. If a woman makes 100 many claims he can abandon and reject her with
a relatively social cost, partly because he can accuss her of promiscuity. She
argues that such practice s the reflection ot how the man plants his ideelogy
tor the woman. The min does not want to hear any complain from the woman
hecause he thinks that she should not do that and shoald just follow what the
patriarehal ideology has taught her,

Second, the world has politically been divided into genders: men and
wormen perhaps from the beginning of human history. With their power.
men place themselves in the first position and women the second. Through
the process of the placement, men get pocustomed (o oppressing women.
Dehorah Wilson and Christine Moneera Laennec say, “The mraditions of
pppreasion are framed throwgh institutione] practices. As the result of the
eonflict, the female body has been technically and rhetorically manipulated
through out history i response to cultural and social anxicties thal are spe-
cific to agiven historical moment” [ 1997:3).

Cultural constrains end social codes depend upon differentiating hicrar-
chieplly between men and women, The hierarchy is applied systematicelly
and mstitutionally through oppression, victimization, and collaboration. The
higrarchy produces the opposition between male and female, The sexual
differences keep being described as the naturally or culturally constructed
things in erder to maintain the supgriority of one feom another. 5o, the supe-
rierity enables men to conteel and manipulate women, The cantral is obwvi-
wus in their attempls to manage women’'s bodies.

Third, the issue ol benefiting from the female bodies is regularly opera-
tivee [rom the Renaissance to the present day. The tradition of oppression
gontinuously takes place. Knowingly or unknowingly, the issee has been the
prablem that women deal with in their daily lives, They are being exploited in
their jabs: they are responsible for the same things men do, but in mast cases
they are paid less. They are capable of doing what men can, but they hardly
even pet the chance. They are hindered because they are women.

IF we traced back from the ancient Ume wp o now, we would see
the dominznt societies have been esing the female bodies as the commaodity
that can be explored 1 filfill their needs, Women’s bodies become not only
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the izsues of oppression and opposition but alsa the issue of advantage. Their
bedies have been of great impertance in the enlightenment of cconemy, In
modern commumities, for imstence, it is convmon that women fall victim of
men’s authorities, They are using the female bodies 0 gain 2s many henefits
a5 possible: In the world of photography, for example, the female bodies are
very widely exploited. The industry that 1s domnated by men is desipned o
meet the needs of the people,

Such practics is rather conspicuous in the warld of entertainment, the
world wivich becomes one of the mest profitable sources of income, The
miale executives who manape and contral the industry cannaot avaid emplov-
mg wornen because women are a part of the mest determinative elements in
the industry, In the fields of music and film, for exaomples. women are
absalutely required to ploy certain roles such as actresses and musicians
Unfortunately, their status and participation are not rewarded as equally as
those of men, Their impontance does not meet their expectations in which
they do not receive the appropriote treatment. They are orchestrated and
regulated as men want them to be not as they are. The problem is ostensibly
seen in Lhe less income they receive and the masculinized rales they have to
play. They have to play the female reles ereated by men not the roles they
restl v want ta play.

Ann Weich and Susan Vandiver argue (hat the victimizalion 15 not re-
stricled 1o areas of expleitation and physical abuse, women in their economic
roles, endure discrimunaetion in their jobs and humaliation inthe sccond class
lahor market. Women of color even suffer doubdy from their sex snd race.
They are concentrated o positions with low levels ol authority, and high
levels of supervision so that their employers cin make sure they are not
cdistracted from their works,

Last, in spciety, the traditional images of the earth mother, the wirch.
and the vampire are comimenly associated with the female bodies. The im-
aEes create negative impacts an the treatment ofwaomen. Duee to their pow-
erlessness and vulnerability, they soffer much in the social conditions that
tolerate many kind: of violence and abusc such as rape and harassment.
Thew very often have to face not only these had things butalso the society’s
trppes that they are the source of all of that. They continue to he powerless
because they cannat get support from the society in which they live.

Paternal commuenily is responsible for planting the image that women’s
bodies are wgly and grotesque. Men telk more about women's bodies than
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ahout themselves. They tey hard 1o invent tools and technology that can be
useful for women ta always modify their bodies and remove their ugliness in
arder to become better. They work hard to make the women's ugliness and
erotesque removed fram them, Dean and Julier Flower MacCanneldl, as quated
hy Atice E. Adams, deseribe the rigidity and seope of current paradigms: ©
Beauty stendards apply o face paint color, body size and weighl, breps
shape, upper arms measurement, head and body hair texture, color and vis-
thility, facial expression, gaoment and accessory selection and coordination™
{1997:72) Whatthey describe are the realities that women face nowadays
fen create what the perfect women ook ke, The planted images are obwv)-
pusly portrayed inscine novels, paintings. and films,

[re-social practice. it is now common-that women try ro mect with the
peaplc's constructed standerds of perfection. Aesthelic surpery, for example,
becomes popular dmong wamen who want 1o loeok beautiful, Some sur.
geonseven sav thaowomen's desire (o fook their best with the help of cos-
melic surpsry 5 2ssential totheir nature @3 women,

WOMEN'S STRUGGLE

Lanpuage is a very good medium for expressing ideas and exposing
sitarions and conditions. Because of that, people use it to transfer idealo-
gies, maintain cerluin positions, and reach some purposes. There 15 no dowbt
that language is widelv used to teach people and poartray the past, present,
amd Tuture, but the lanzuape used sull svmbalizes the dual order that has
dominated the westem socicty with its phallocentric perspectives. In this
century, wamen hve ultimately broken threugh the male dominated rhetori-
cal activity by doing further attempts to study and analyze the views of
wamen a5 thesuhject, So far, they had been used as the ohject, and now
they have reached the awareness that they are exploited and began speaking
as the subject of themselves. The rennissance is scen at least in film and
WIILITE,

The phallocentric language has been used by women for centuries with-
out any significant effort to protest it but g ahide by it, However, American
Feministg are fighting for freedom from the male formation and tryving to use
their own crestion whirle French Femenists ave come o the conclesion that
the daminant language is multiple. Women also heve the ability to constroct
a language of their own. So far, they have been trained to live with twe
bodies: women and men. They have experienced masculinity and the con-
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structed femininity, Now, they are taking their twrn 1o speak instead of heing
spoken. For that purpose, they reguire a feminine language that also accepts
the masculine cne.

Writing is & medium that Feminists widely use 1o express themselves
and their voices. [t is a device that they use t challenge the sexual oppres-
sioms. Even though they cannot avoid using the phallocentric language, they
can take advantage of the language by chenging, reforming, and palishing
any incorrect element in the language such as slang, dialect, or linguistic that
does not reflect their real being, This activity helps them influence the exist-
ence of the deminant lenguage and make a path for ereating their own lan-
guage. The impact of their weitings at present is dominant in the world of
erlertainment such as film and novel

In films, they use writing as & way of expressing a theme, a plot. or a
film criticism, The expression gives them the direction and authority of what
the films will be sbout. They can determine what society, culture, politics, ar
iealagy they want to show. Film criticism is used o transmit feminine lan-
guage that can or cannaot be related to the dominant language. They want to
show the men their past, present and tuture with their attempt 1o invite
them to hecome hilingual.

[t Oilm, After the Mongreal Massacre by Gerry Rogers, which was
made 1o respend to the killing of 18 women in a polytechnic schaal in
Montreal, Canada, we can see how women speak cut about who they are. [t
portrays how the Killer (a man) perceived women and how women per-
ceived the men and themselves. The Body Seautifil by Ngozi Onwursh is
another example that shows how women perceive theic own hodies, [t siresses
that women should be prowd of their own bodies even though there is some-
thing muessing in them, [1 s filmed that a white woman who had her breast
operated gol married with o much younger black man and had two children.

Although women begin to express themselves in several types of films,
they still have 1o fight for the recagnition of who they really are in the porno-
graphic representation. In this representation, women are not representing
their ethnogeaphy (culture and experience) as they are, but they are repre-
sented as the abject of male desire. The desire is expressed as the combina-
tion of pleasure and power that entwine around the fullillment and knowl-
edge, Woman’s ethnography and sexuality are made or regulated to mest the
needs ol men who purposely make them to differentiate themselves from
women. They make themselves the eroes while women functlion as the
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helpers. Bill Michals said, = Four ditferent perspectives on the representation
at the Other in fiction begins with the truism thar fiction is a fabrication

With that premise we enter a realm in which the Gther stands in & metaphori-
cal relation o the culture fram which it arises. (like everything else, Other-
ness o, 15 Fabricared )" (199:204),

Parnography and ethnopraphy share a discourse of domination, They
represent the impulsas of desire Lo know and posses. The cultural and his-
warical facts of colonization, patriarchy, and mascalinism are treated as con-
texts. The phallocentric order is planted in the pornagraphy thal is svimbol-
ized by the male desire and the universal status, The phallus is portraved
show sexuahiy and power, Nichols stressed, * ATl men desire the same thing
as signified by the sctivities of their penises. These socially constructed ac-
tivities raise the argan fo the level of signifier, the phallus. The phallus pro-
vides an index or standard of power or authority™ (1991211}

Basically, pornography degrades women hy treating them as sexual
beings.

The basic motives of representing it seem that women can be exploited;
wamen can be laughed at; woemen are stupid; and women are available for
sex, The values are shown to the world not to creats better citizens bt ta
make the values planted in their heads.

Many studies have proved that parnography has caused many negative
pttitudes oward women.

Starting froem 19705, the woman’s movement began to gain a clear path
to express their awareness of a new femanist eriticism. The intellectual and
social lives of women have flourished. They find the oppartunities to be
writers and critics of female warks but not eritics of male works, However.
the chances have given them a new breath to produce a number of articles
and haoks of feminist eriticism. The identification with woman writers and
their warks shadowed by o sense of repression, trivialization, and misinter-
pretation of female wexis lead 1o the improvement and elaboration of the
images of women as readers.

Feminist critics believe that the male experience as reader is different
from the female expenience. They point out that the experience the male
aritics bring toa wark in the form of eritical language that the male writers
think to be obective is indeed masculine, Female works, for a very lang
time, have been lostin the male world and purposely suppressed by the male
critics for fear of |osing their authority. With the prowinge number of feminist
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works, the female writers feel more confident to practice the criticism as a
political action. They do it fo reinterpret the works of literature and change
the awareness of the readers who read the works after modifying them,
They focus their attention on the biographical criticisms, the invention of the
works of the female authors, and the building of the literary end social con-
cerns of temale and male criticisms.

CONCLUSION

Every effor needs sacrifices, no matter how small or simple it is, Women
Iave done some elTorts o actuslize themscelves in order 1o show the world
who they are, and 1o cliange the wrong images on them, Like any other
struggle, they still have to keep tighting to clear their path so as to reach the
land of equality and truth aboul themselves in the binary world of men and
wamen. Despite their success in gaining the recopnition, they still need to
take a long flight o completely achicve their objectives because they face the
problems that come not ondy from men but also from their own group,

Women seem to have to rectify the negative images on them, What
mern think of them in which they are made to believe should be corrected.
The challenges are scattering around them . They need to remind the people
that women are not Like what men think but as women describe, This is, of
course, time consuming and challenging because they face the human be-
s wha have already beervindoctrinated and want (o mamntain their status
gnd dominstion. Women 's success depends an their wayvs of convincing men.
A drastic and direct change of phatlocentric nomms will perhaps give a strong
impact on their efforts because they challenge a well and long estahlished
tradition. Their sttempts o influence the people to read what they write,
criticize, and revise would be profitable tor them. They are expected to get
involved in the aress they were widely exploited such asart and entertain-
menl o play their role as the subject that can express themselves not as the
object that cannot do anyihing. To do this. they are pessibly in need of what
men have established, They still need te keep working with men 50 as ta
make their criticisms end expressions heard.

[ ndditien to that, feminists face the problem of thewr own group, Many
wogten are still the followers of the patriarchal society and are unlfamiliar
with the lemimst tracks. They believe that they are destined to be the ones
who are constructed and made by the dominant world. They abide by the
religious doctrines they grow op and the treditions and cultures they belone.
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This i I think. the most important thing feminists showld fight first hecanse
without their realization of who they really are and what they want to be,
thewr attempls to break the androcentric tradition will be in vain
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